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1
MACROBLOCK SHUFFLING DEVICE,
MACROBLOCK SHUFFLING METHOD, AND
MACROBLOCK SHUFFLING PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a United States National Stage Appli-
cation under 35 U.S.C. §371 of International Patent Applica-
tion No. PCT/JP2009/002926, filed Jun. 25, 2009, which is
incorporated by reference into this application as if fully set
forth herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a macroblock shuffling
device, a macroblock shuftling method, and a macroblock
shuffling program.

BACKGROUND ART

In the technology of digitally processing moving image
data having an enormous amount of information, it is required
to perform highly efficient compression processing.

FIG. 13 shows an example of an image coding device. As
shown in FIG. 13, an image coding device 100 includes: a
blocking portion 101 that creates a macroblock of 8*8, which
is a basicunit of DCT (Discrete Cosine Transform) by execut-
ing block processing when moving image data is input; a
shuftling portion 102 that collects a predetermined number of
macroblocks created by the blocking portion 101 and shuffles
the macroblocks in a unit of slices so as to make amounts of
information consistent; a movement detection portion 103
that detects movement of the macroblock; a DCT processing
portion 104 that executes weight processing by way of DCT
conversion of the shuffled block for each slice on the basis of
the movement detected by the movement detection portion
103; a code amount estimation portion 105 that estimates a
code amount by classifying the blocks processed by the DCT
processing portion 104; a quantization portion 106 that quan-
tizes the blocks according to the code amount estimated by
the code amount estimation portion 105; and a variable length
coding (VLC) portion 108 that variable-length codes the slice
quantized by the quantization portion 106 and outputs com-
pressed coded data obtained by compressing an amount of
information with high efficiency.

Since the macroblocks continuously created at the block-
ing portion 101 and output directly reflect photographed
image information, a correlation is generated between adja-
cent macroblocks, and an error amount or data amount con-
tained in the individual macroblocks may be concentrated in
some macroblock groups. With the purpose of preventing
propagation of such data error or improving a processing
speed realized by dividing the processing into a plurality of
processing units and simultaneously processing them with a
plurality of computing units, processing may be divided into
a plurality of processing units and executed in some cases
even if a single image is to undergo compression processing.
A processing unit capable of such independent processing is
referred to as a “slice”. Thus, the shuffling portion 102
executes shuffling processing in which a spatial position of a
macroblock is moved from an original position by the unit of
slice obtained by collecting a plurality of macroblocks and
shuffling. In this way, the correlation between the macrob-
locks is lowered and the data amounts between the macrob-
locks are evenly distributed while at the same time a concen-
tration of an error in some macroblock groups is prevented.
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The shuffling processing executed by the shuffling portion
102 conforms to the DV standard, which is a standard of
digital video published by the HD Digital VCR Conference
mainly for household use (See Non-patent Literatures 1 and
2). The shuffling method specified by the DV standard
assumes images of predetermined sizes, namely, 720%480,
720*576, 960*720, 1280*1080, and 1440*1080. Moreover,
although the shuffling portion 102 divides the image into
super blocks and extracts a predetermined number of mac-
roblocks for each super block and rearranges them, the size of
the super block divided from the image is also specified.

FIG. 14 shows a structure of image data whereby the shuf-
fling portion 102 performs shuffling according to the DV
standard. Ix indicates the number of macroblocks in the hori-
zontal direction, while Iy indicates the number of macrob-
locks in the vertical direction. Furthermore, the number of
macroblocks in the horizontal direction in the super block
divided by the shuffling portion is referred to as SBsx, and the
number of macroblocks in the vertical direction in the super
block as SBsy. As is evident from FIG. 14, due to the size of
image processed by the shuffling portion 102 is specified, the
size of the super block to be divided can also be equally
allocated into SBsx in the horizontal direction and SBsy in the
vertical direction.

CITATION LIST
Non Patent Literature

NPL 1: SMPTE314M-1999 “Data Structure for DV-Based
Audio, Data and Compressed Video—25 and 50 Mb/s”
NPL 2: SMPTE370M-2002 “Data Structure for DV-Based
Audio, Data and Compressed Video at 100 Mb/s—1080/

601, 1080/50i, 720/60p”

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, since the shuffling method provided by the DV
standard specifies the applicable image sizes as 720%*480,
720*576, 960*720, 1280%1080, and 1440*1080, the shuf-
fling can not be applied to an image with a size not provided
by the DV standard. Moreover, if the shuffling processing is to
be executed for an image with an arbitrary size, there may be
a case in which a super block having the number of macrob-
locks in the horizontal direction and the number of macrob-
locks in the vertical direction equally divided into SBsx and
SBsy can not be created with the image data as in the case
shown in FIG. 14. In the DV standard, since the macroblocks
to be shuffled are extracted for each super block, if the number
of macroblocks contained in the super block is not equal, the
shuftling can not be executed equally.

Moreover, if there is regularity in the shuffling for spatially
moving the macroblock from the original position to another
position, correlation can be generated between the macrob-
locks after the shuffling with a predetermined interval. There-
fore, if the shuftling processing is simplified in order to apply
it to an image with an arbitrary size, the data amount or error
amount contained in the macroblock is changed with a pre-
determined interval and regularity, which may cause deterio-
ration in image quality. Therefore, in the case of unique codec
processing for editing, for example, it is extremely difficult to
execute efficient shuftling of the macroblocks for an image
with arbitrary size not assumed by the DV standard.

The present invention was conceived in order to solve the
conventional problems and has an object thereof to provide a
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shuffling device, a macroblock shuffling method, and a mac-
roblock shuffling program that can lower correlation between
macroblocks by executing macroblock shuffling substan-
tially equally to an image with an arbitrary size.

Solution to Problem

In accordance with a first aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a macroblock shuffling device constituting
an image coding device for coding image data, including a
pack creation portion that extracts a macroblock from a
screen on which a plurality of macroblocks constituting the
image data are arranged and rearranges it in order, and creates
aplurality of packs, each having a first predetermined number
of or a second predetermined number smaller than the first
predetermined number of the macroblocks, and a slice cre-
ation portion that extracts macroblocks one by one in order
from each of the plurality of packs created by the pack cre-
ation portion and creates the same number as the first prede-
termined number of slices, each having a plurality of mac-
roblocks, in which the pack creation portion divides the total
number of the macroblocks contained in the image data by the
number of packs so as to make a quotient thereof the first
predetermined number, and in a case where there is no
remainder, the pack is created so that the second predeter-
mined number becomes equal to the first predetermined num-
ber, while in a case where there is a remainder, the remainder
is made the second predetermined number, and the pack is
created so that only one pack has the second predetermined
number of macroblocks, and the slice creation portion
extracts the plurality of macroblocks contained in each of the
slices from different packs, respectively.

With the purpose of preventing propagation of data errors
or improving processing speed realized by dividing the pro-
cessing into a plurality of processing units and simulta-
neously processing thereof with a plurality of computing
units, processing may be divided into a plurality of processing
units and executed even in a case where a single image is
given compression processing in some cases. A processing
unit capable of such independent processing is referred to as
a “slice”, herein. Unless particularly specified, the above also
applies to the claims and description of the present applica-
tion. When data of a single image is divided into a plurality of
slices, if the image is simply divided by sequentially arrang-
ing and allocating the slices in order from the end of the
image, since an image may have an area such as a blue sky
where the amount of information is small and an area such as
a small character group where the amount of information is
large, there may be variation in processing loads between the
slices depending on the contents of the image. Then, by
rearranging the macroblocks, that is, shuffling so as to evenly
extract macroblocks to be allocated to each slice from spa-
tially discrete areas, the amounts of information between
slices are made consistent. As mentioned above, by making
the amounts of information consistent between the slices, rate
control is facilitated, and an effect to evenly distribute a load
in decoding can be anticipated. In the macroblock shuffling
device according to the present invention, the pack creation
portion divides the total number of macroblocks contained in
the image data by the number of packs so that the quotient
thereof becomes a first predetermined number and in a case
where there is a remainder, the remainder is made a second
predetermined number and only one pack has the second
predetermined number of macroblocks, while in a case where
there is no remainder, the pack is created so that the second
predetermined number becomes equal to the first predeter-
mined number. Thus, the number of macroblocks contained
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4

in the pack becomes the same except for the one pack even for
an image of a size with which the macroblocks cannot be
divided evenly into the number of packs. The slice creation
portion sequentially extracts the macroblocks one by one
from each of the plurality of packs created by the pack cre-
ation portion so that the same number as the first predeter-
mined number of slices are created, each having the plurality
of macroblocks, and the slice creation portion extracts the
plurality of macroblocks contained in each of the slices from
different packs. Thus, even for an image of a size with which
the macroblocks cannot be divided evenly into the number of
packs, a difference in the number of macroblocks contained
in each of the plurality of created slices results in the differ-
ence in the numbers of the macroblocks between the slice to
which the second predetermined number of macroblocks
contained only in one pack is allocated and the slice not
allocated, that is, only one. Therefore, the macroblock shuf-
fling device according to the present invention can lower the
correlation between the macroblocks by executing the shuf-
fling substantially equally even for an image of arbitrary size.
In addition, if the correlation between the macroblocks is
lowered by the shuftling, since a quantization value between
the slices gets close, an effect can also be expected in that a
speed of quantization can be raised and quality of a single
image can easily be made consistent. As mentioned above, the
macroblock shuftling device according to the present inven-
tion divides into a plurality of slices so as to reduce bias in the
information amount, even for an image of arbitrary size by
devising a shuffling method.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, the mac-
roblock shuftling device may include a super-block dividing
portion that divides a screen on which a plurality of macrob-
locks constituting the image data into a plurality of super
blocks and classifies the plurality of macroblocks for each
super block, in which the pack creation portion may be con-
figured so that the macroblock is extracted for each of the
super blocks according to a predetermined function and allo-
cated one by one to each of the plurality of packs.

With the above configuration, in the macroblock shuffling
device according to the present invention, since the pack
creation portion can extract a macroblock for each of the
super blocks according to the predetermined function and
sequentially allocate thereof to each one of the plurality of
packs, in addition to the above features, the correlation
between the macroblocks can be lowered by efficiently
executing the macroblock shuffling to be substantially con-
sistent for an image of arbitrary size.

Moreover, according to the present invention, the pack
creation portion may switch the order of the macroblocks at
random when the macroblock is extracted for each of the
super blocks.

In the shuffling processing to spatially move a macroblock
from an original position to another position, if some regu-
larity exists, a correlation might be generated between the
macroblocks after the shuftling with a predetermined inter-
val. With the above configuration, the macroblock shuffling
device according to the present invention can further lower
the correlation between the macroblocks after the shuffling.

Furthermore, according to the present invention, the plu-
rality of super blocks divided by the super-block dividing
portion may be represented in a rectangular form, respec-
tively, and made up of a first super-block group of super-
blocks equal to one another in the number of vertically
arranged macroblocks and the number of horizontally
arranged macroblocks; a second super-block group of super-
blocks respectively equal to the super-blocks of the first
super-block group in the number of vertically arranged mac-
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roblocks but different from the super-blocks of the first super-
block group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks; a third super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group in the
number of horizontally arranged macroblocks but different
from the super-blocks of the first super-block group in the
number of vertically arranged macroblocks; and a fourth
super-block group of super-blocks respectively equal to the
super-blocks of the second super-block group in the number
of'horizontally arranged macroblocks and equal to the super-
blocks of the third super-block group in the number of verti-
cally arranged macroblocks, and the pack creation portion
may extracts a macroblock for each of the super blocks hori-
zontally from above in order and sequentially allocate the
macroblock to each one of the plurality of packs.

With the above configuration, the macroblock shuffling
device according to the present invention can lower the cor-
relation between the macroblocks by executing the shuffling
to be substantially consistent, even for an image of arbitrary
size.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a macroblock shuffling method consti-
tuting an image coding process for coding image data, com-
prising: a pack creation step of extracting a macroblock from
a screen on which a plurality of macroblocks constituting the
image data are arranged and rearranging it in order, and
creating a plurality of packs, each having a first predeter-
mined number of or a second predetermined number smaller
than the first predetermined number of the macroblocks; and
a slice creation step of extracting macroblocks one by one in
order from each of the plurality of packs created by the pack
creation step and creating the same number as the first pre-
determined number of slices, each having a plurality of mac-
roblocks, wherein, the pack creation step has a step of divid-
ing the total number of the macroblocks contained in the
image data by the number of packs so as to make a quotient
thereof the first predetermined number, and in a case where
there is no remainder, the pack is created so that the second
predetermined number becomes equal to the first predeter-
mined number, while in a case where there is a remainder, the
remainder is made the second predetermined number, and the
pack is created so that only one pack has the second prede-
termined number of macroblocks, and the slice creation step
has a step of extracting the plurality of macroblocks contained
in each of the slices from different packs, respectively.

With the above configuration, the macroblock shuffling
method according to the present invention can lower the
correlation between the macroblocks by executing the mac-
roblock shuffling to be substantially consistent even for an
image of arbitrary size.

In accordance with a third aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a macroblock shuffling program executable
by a computer to carry out a macroblock shuffling process
constituting an image coding process for coding image data,
the macroblock shuffling process comprising: a pack creation
step of extracting a macroblock from a screen on which a
plurality of macroblocks constituting the image data are
arranged and rearranging it in order, and creating a plurality
of packs, each having a first predetermined number of or a
second predetermined number smaller than the first predeter-
mined number of the macroblocks; and a slice creation step of
extracting macroblocks one by one in order from each of the
plurality of packs created by the pack creation step and cre-
ating the same number as the first predetermined number of
slices, each having a plurality of macroblocks, wherein, the
pack creation step has a step of dividing the total number of
the macroblocks contained in the image data by the number of
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packs so as to make a quotient thereof the first predetermined
number, and in a case where there is no remainder, the pack is
created so that the second predetermined number becomes
equal to the first predetermined number, while in a case where
there is a remainder, the remainder is made the second pre-
determined number, and the pack is created so that only one
pack has the second predetermined number of macroblocks,
and the slice creation step has a step of extracting the plurality
of macroblocks contained in each of the slices from different
packs, respectively.

With the above configuration, the macroblock shuffling
program according to the present invention can cause a com-
puter to execute a process which lowers the correlation
between the macroblocks by executing the macroblock shuf-
fling to be substantially consistent even for an image of arbi-
trary size.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the correlation
between the macroblocks can be lowered, and thus, deterio-
ration in image quality is prevented by executing the macrob-
lock shuffling to be substantially consistent even for an image
of arbitrary size.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of amacroblock shuffling device of an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an operation executed by
the macroblock shuffling device of the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an outline of processing
executed by the macroblock shuffling device shown in FIG. 1
for extracting a macroblock for each super block and allocat-
ing thereof to a pack;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of packs created
by the macroblock shuffling device shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing an example of slices created
by the macroblock shuffling device shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating regularity which may be
generated in shuffling of the macroblocks;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an outline of processing of
rearranging macroblocks at random;

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a random
number table which can be used when the macroblocks are
rearranged;

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of packs created
by rearranging the macroblocks in the processing shown in
FIG. 7,

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a specific example of pro-
cessing of extracting the macroblocks for each super block
and allocating thereof to the pack;

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a specific example of the
packs created from the super block shown in FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a specific example of slices
created from the pack shown in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of a functional
configuration of an image coding device; and

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of a super block
into which an image is divided by the conventional macrob-
lock shuffling method.
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REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 Macroblock shuffling device
3 Super block dividing portion
4 Pack creation portion

5 Slice creation portion

101 Blocking portion

102 Shuffling portion

103 Motion detection portion
104 DCT processing portion
105 Code amount estimation portion
106 Quantization portion

108 VLC

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A specific embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail referring to the accompanying drawings.

First, a macroblock shuftling device of an embodiment of
the present invention will be described referring to FIG. 1. In
the present embodiment, a unit for which the shuffling is
executed is referred to as a “slice”. It should be noted that a
video shuffling device of the present embodiment can also be
applied as a shuffling portion 102 of an image coding device
shown in FIG. 13, and in addition, the device can also be
applied to inter-frame compression as well as various kinds of
video compression including unique codec for editing and
DV standard, and intra-frame compression.

As shown in FIG. 1, a macroblock shuffling device 1 of the
present embodiment includes a super-block dividing portion
3 for inputting image data and dividing a screen on which a
plurality of macroblocks constituting the image data are
arranged into a plurality of super blocks, and classifying the
plurality of macroblocks into each super block, a pack cre-
ation portion 4 for extracting and rearranging the macrob-
locks for each of the super blocks divided by the super-block
dividing portion 3 and creating a plurality of packs, each
having a first predetermined number of or a second predeter-
mined number smaller than the first predetermined number of
the macroblocks, and a slice creation portion 5 for extracting
the macroblock one by one in order from each of the plurality
of packs created by the pack creation portion 4 and creating
the same number as the first predetermined number of slices,
each having a plurality of macroblocks. Here, the pack cre-
ation portion 4 divides the total number of the macroblocks
contained in the image data by the number of packs so as to
make the quotient thereof the first predetermined number, and
in a case where there is a remainder, the remainder is made the
second predetermined number, and the pack is created so that
only one pack has the second predetermined number of mac-
roblocks, while in a case where there is no remainder, the pack
is created so that the second predetermined number becomes
equal to the first predetermined number. The slice creation
portion 4 extracts the plurality of macroblocks contained in
each of the slices from different packs, respectively.

A basic operation of the macroblock shuffling device 1 will
be described referring to a flowchart shown in FIG. 2. The
operation of the macroblock shuffling device 1 is controlled
by a processing means such as CPU, not shown. First, when
the super-block dividing portion 3 inputs image data (S11),
the pack creation portion 4 extracts and rearranges the mac-
roblocks constituting the image data so as to create a plurality
of packs, each having the first predetermined number or the
second predetermined number smaller than the first predeter-
mined number of the macroblocks (S12). The slice creation
portion 5 extracts the macroblock one by one in order from
each of the plurality of packs created by the pack creation
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portion 4 and creates the same number as the first predeter-
mined number of slices, each having the plurality of macrob-
locks. Here, the pack creation portion 4 divides the total
number of the macroblocks contained in the image data by the
number of packs so as to make the quotient thereof the first
predetermined number, and in a case where there is a remain-
der, the remainder is made the second predetermined number
and the pack is created so that only one pack has the second
predetermined number of macroblocks, while in a case where
there is no remainder, the pack is created so that the second
predetermined number becomes equal to the first predeter-
mined number. The slice creation portion 4 extracts the plu-
rality of macroblocks contained in each of the slices from
different packs, respectively. First, pack creation processing
for creating a pack executed by the pack creation portion 4
will be described.

<Pack Creation Processing>

FIG. 3 shows an example of a super block divided by the
super-block dividing portion 3. Ix refers to the number of
macroblocks in the horizontal direction of the image, while Iy
refers to the number of macroblocks in the vertical direction
of the image, and the number of packs created by the pack
creation portion 4 is referred to as q. Although the number of
packs is set to 5 in the conventional DV standard, in the
present embodiment, the number is preferably close to the
number of macroblocks to be contained in a single slice and is
preferably around 20 to 30, for example, depending on imple-
mentation such as bufter size or CPU performance.

Moreover, in the present embodiment, since the size of the
image data to be processed is arbitrary, in the super block
divided by the super-block dividing portion 3 (FIG. 1), as
shown in FIG. 3, in the super block at the right end, a number
of macroblocks which should be located at the right end may
be missing or in the super block at the lower end, a number of
macroblocks which should be located at the lower end might
be missing.

More specifically, if the total number of macroblocks con-
tained in the image, Ix*1y, is divided by the number of the
packs, q, there may be a remainder. Thus, supposing that the
number of macroblocks contained in the horizontal direction
in each of the basic super blocks divided by the shuffling
portion 102 (FIG. 13) is SBsx, the number of macroblocks
contained in the vertical direction is SBsy, a position at the left
end of the super block with the missing right end is SB1x, and
aposition at the lower end of the super block with the missing
lower end is SB1y.

In other words, if each of the plurality of super blocks
divided by the super-block dividing portion 3 is represented in
a rectangular shape, they are divided into a first super-block
group, a second super-block group, a third super-block group,
and a fourth super-block group. The first super-block group in
which the number of macroblocks arranged horizontally and
the number of macroblocks arranged vertically are equal to
SBsx and SBsy. The second super-block group in which the
number of macroblocks arranged vertically is SBsy and equal
to that in each of the super blocks in the first super-block
group, but the number of macroblocks arranged horizontally
is different from SBsx. The third super-block group in which
the number of macroblocks arranged horizontally is SBsx and
equal to that in each ofthe super blocks in the first super-block
group, but the number of macroblocks arranged vertically is
different from SBsy. The fourth super-block group in which
the number of macroblocks arranged horizontally is equal to
the super blocks in the second super-block group and the
number of macroblocks arranged vertically is equal to the
super blocks in the third super-block group. In addition,
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according to the present invention, values such as SBsx,
SBsy, SB1x and SB1y do not necessarily have to be associated
with the number of packs, q.

The pack creation portion 4 sequentially extracts the mac-
roblocks from each of the super blocks created as above in the
lateral direction from above and rearranges them, and in a
case where the total Ix*1y is divisible by the number of packs,
g, q pieces of the packs are created, each having the same
number of the macroblocks as the quotient calculated by
dividing the total number of macroblocks, Ix*1y, by the num-
ber of packs, q, while in a case where the total Ix*Iy is not
divisible by the number of packs, q, the q-1 pieces of packs,
each having the same number of the macroblocks as the
quotient calculated by dividing the total of macroblocks,
Ix*1y, by the number of packs, q, and one pack having the
same number of macroblocks as the remainder calculated by
dividing the total of macroblocks, Ix*Iy, by the number of
packs, q, are created.

An outline of the processing in which the pack creation
portion 4 (FIG. 1) creates packs will be described referring to
FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 3, the pack creation portion 4
extracts the macroblocks contained in the super block for
each row from up to down in order of L(1), L(2), . . .
L(), . . . one by one from left to right in the horizontal
direction and continues allocation processing into the packs
P(0),P(1),P(2)....Here,iis aninteger. When this processing
is finished for one super block, the processing moves to the
adjacent super block to the right and executes the same pro-
cessing. In this manner processing is continued from the left
super block to the right super block in the horizontal direc-
tion, and when this processing is finished for the super-block
group in the upper stage, similar processing is continued for
the super-block group in the lower stage. As mentioned
above, the macroblocks are extracted from all the super
blocks and allocated to the packs without duplication in this
fashion.

FIG. 4 shows an example of a pack created in this way.
Here, P(1) indicates the i-th pack and M(i, j) indicates the j-th
macroblock contained in the i-th pack. As shown in FIG. 4, q
pieces of the packs have been created, and the number of
macroblocks contained in the pack is p for the packs of P(0)
to P(q-2) and r for the pack of P(q—1), which is the last pack.
Here, the value p is the quotient obtained by dividing the total
Ix*Iy by the number of packs, q, while the value r is the
remainder obtained by dividing the total Ix*Iy by the number
of'packs. Therefore, r is not more than p, and if the total Ix*Iy
is divisible by the number of packs, g, r becomes equal to p.
The shuffling device 1 of the present embodiment can handle
image data of an arbitrary size. Therefore, there is no need for
rto be the same as p. The pack creation processing of creating
the slice executed by the slice creation portion 5 (FIG. 1) on
the basis of the pack created as above will be described below.

<Slice Creation Processing>

The slice creation portion 5 (FIG. 1) sequentially extracts
the macroblocks one by one from each of the packs P(0) to
P(q-1) created as above and creates the same number of slices
S(0) to S(p-1) as the quotient p obtained by dividing the total
Ix*Iy by the number ofthe packs, q, each having a plurality of
macroblocks. The slice creation portion 5 (FIG. 1) extracts
the plurality of macroblocks contained in each of the slices
S(0) to S(p-1) from different packs P(0) to P(q-1) without
duplication.

FIG. 5 shows an example of a slice created by the slice
creation portion 5. As shown in FIG. 5, the slice creation
portion 5 allocates the macroblocks from each of the packs
P(0)to P(q-1) in a distributed manner so that the macroblocks
belonging to the same pack are not contained in the same slice
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in duplication and sequentially creates the slices S(0) to S(p-
1). For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the slices S(0) to S(p-1)
may be created by extracting the macroblocks one by one in
the vertical direction from each of the packs P(0) to P(q-1).

Therefore, the number of slices created by the slice cre-
ation portion 5 (FIG. 1) matches the maximum number p
among the numbers of the macroblocks contained in each of
the packs. As shown in FIG. 5, the number of macroblocks
contained in each of the packs created by the pack creation
portion 4 is p for the packs P(0) to P(q-2) and r for the pack
P(q-1). Therefore, the number of slices created by the slice
creation portion 5 is p. In addition, the number of macrob-
locks contained in the slice is q or (q-1).

In this way, even for an image of a size with which the
macroblocks cannot be allocated to the number of packs
evenly, a difference in the number of macroblocks contained
in each of the plurality of created slices is equal to the differ-
ence in the number of macroblocks between the slice to which
the second predetermined number of macroblocks contained
only in one pack are allocated and the slice not allocated, that
is, only one. Therefore, the macroblock shuffling device
according to the present invention can lower the correlation
between the macroblocks and prevent deterioration in image
quality by executing the shuffling to be substantially consis-
tent, even for an image of arbitrary size.

<Correlation Elimination>

Moreover, in the shuffling processing to spatially move a
macroblock from an original position to another position, if
regularity exists, as shown in FIG. 6, correlation might be
generated between the macroblocks after the shuffling
(marked with a circle) with a predetermined interval. Thus,
the pack creation portion 4 may rearrange the order of mac-
roblocks as randomly as possible when extracting the mac-
roblocks from the image data and rearrange them so as to
create the pack.

So that the pack creation portion 4 (FIG. 1) can rearrange
the order of the macroblocks at random, a random number
table may be used, for example. FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrat-
ing an outline of the at-random rearrangement processing
executed by the pack creation portion 4 (FIG. 1). FIG. 8
shows an example of the random number table that can be
used for the rearrangement processing. In the random number
table, arrangement of numerals in which numerals of the
number of packs are arranged at random is noted. For
example, supposing that the number of packs created by the
packcreation portion 4 (FIG. 1) is q, arrangement of numerals
in which the numerals of 1 to q are arranged at random is
noted in the random number table. The pack creation portion
4 allocates the macroblocks to the packs with the number
noted in the table in order from the first macroblock when the
pack creation portion 4 extracts the macroblocks from the
super block.

An example of the at-random rearrangement processing of
the macroblocks will be described referring to FIGS. 7 and 8.
First, since the numeral at the beginning of the random num-
bertablein FIG. 8 is 1, the first macroblock in the super block
in FIG. 8 is allocated to the first pack, which is a pack P'(0).
Subsequently, since the subsequent numeral in the random
number table in FIG. 7 is 5, the second macroblock from the
beginning in the super block in FIG. 8 is allocated to the
second pack, which is a pack P'(4). Similarly, since the sub-
sequent numeral in the random number table in FIG. 7 is 8, the
third macroblock from the beginning of the super block in
FIG. 8 is allocated to the third pack, which is a pack P'(7). In
this way, each macroblock is allocated to one of the packs
P'(0) to P'(gq-1). When the allocation of the q pieces of the
macroblocks is finished as above, the same processing is
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continued with the (q+1)-th macroblock as the first macrob-
lock. In this way, the macroblocks on the entire image may be
allocated so as to create the packs. The random number table
is stored in memory, not shown. The memory may be included
in the macroblock shuffling device 1 or may be provided
outside the macroblock shuffling device 1.

The packs rearranged as above are shown in FIG. 9. Sup-
posing that the rearranged packs are P'(i) and the j-th mac-
roblock contained in the rearranged i-th pack is M'(i, j), the
rearrangement processing can be expressed as follows.

P (i) = reorder[ P({)]
=reorder{ M (i, 0), M(i, 1), M(i,2), ... M(i,r=1) ... , M(i, p—1)]

=M'G O, MG D, MG 2), ... MG, r=1) ... MG, p=1)

<Method using Function>

According to the present invention, the pack creation por-
tion 4 (FIG. 1) may create the packs using a function. For
example, the (x, y) coordinates of the super block in the image
for extracting M(i, j) can be calculated as follows.

First, what number of macroblock M(i, j) from the first
macroblock is calculated. A position a of M(i, j) counted from
the first macroblock is calculated as follows. However, the
following calculations are all made in integer values and
fractions of divisions are rounded down.

a=i*p+j equation (1)

From the above, the y coordinate of M(i, j) in the super
block on the image and a position a' of M(i, j) in the super
block from the left end can be expressed as follows.

y=(a/(Ix*SBsy))*SBsy)

a'=a%(Ix*SBsy) equation (2)

Here, % indicates an operator for creating a remainder.

As has been described, since images of arbitrary sizes are
to be handled, the numbers of the macroblocks contained at
the left end and the lower end in the super block may be
fractional. From the above, it is necessary to consider a case
exceeding SB1y for y and a case exceeding SB1x for x sepa-
rately.

If y<SB1y,

x=(a/(SBsx*SBsy))*SBsx) and
a'=a%(SBsx*SBsy).
If y=SB1y or y>SB1y,

x=(a/(SBsx*(SBsx*(Iy-SBsy)))*SBsx) and

equation (3)

a'=a%(SBsx* (Iy—SBsy)).
It x<SBl1x,

equation (4)

y=a'/SBsx and

x=a'% SBsx
If x=SB1x or x>SB1x,

y=a'/(Ix-SB1x) and

equation (5)

x=a"%(Ix-SB1x) equation (6)

EXAMPLE

As a specific example, supposing that [x=8, Iy=5, SBsx=3,
SBsy=2, SB1x=6, SB1y=4, p=6, q=7, a case is described in
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which the number of macroblocks in one pack is equal to the
number in the super block as 6. In the case of this image, the
number of macroblocks in one image is expressed as
Ix*Ty=8*5=40. Therefore, since the number of macroblocks
in one pack is expressed as 40/6=6 . . . 4 (remainder), 7 packs
are needed and the number of macroblocks contained in the
last pack is 4.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a state in which the above-
mentioned image is divided into the super blocks, and the
macroblocks are classified for each super block and allocated
to the packs. In FIG. 10, a bold line indicates a boundary
between the super blocks. As is evident from FIG. 10, all the
macroblocks in the super block are evenly allocated to any of
the packs P(0) to P(6). Only for the pack P(6), the number of
macroblocks is 4.

FIG. 11 shows the packs P(0) to P(6) created by the pack
creation portion 4 by allocating the macroblocks. As is evi-
dent from FIG. 11, the packs P(0) to P(5) contain 6 macrob-
locks, while the pack P(6) contains 4 macroblocks.

FIG. 12 shows the slices S(0) to S(5) created by the slice
creation portion 5 from the packs P(0) to P(6). As is evident
from FIG. 12, the slice creation portion 5 extracts the mac-
roblocks in the vertical direction in FIG. 11 from each of the
packs P(1) to P(6) and allocates them so as to create the slices
S(0) to S(5) in order. Therefore, the number of slices created
by the slice creation portion 5 matches the maximum of the
numbers of the macroblocks contained in each of the packs.
The number of macroblocks contained in each of the packs
created by the pack creation portion is 6 for the packs P(0) to
P(q-2) and 5 for the pack P(6). Therefore, the number of
slices created by the slice creation portion 5 is 6.

As described above, in the macroblock shuffling device of
the present embodiment, the pack creation portion creates the
packs having the macroblocks in either of the first predeter-
mined number or the second predetermined number smaller
than the first predetermined number. In more detail, the pack
creation portion divides the total number of the macroblocks
contained in the image data by the number of the packs and
the quotient is made the first predetermined number, and in a
case where there is a remainder, the remainder is made the
second predetermined number and the packs are created so
that only one pack has the second predetermined number of
the macroblocks, while in a case where there is no remainder,
the packs are created so that the second predetermined num-
ber becomes equal to the first predetermined number. Thus,
even for an image of a size with which the macroblocks
cannot be evenly allocated to the number of packs, the num-
bers of the macroblocks contained in the packs becomes
equal except for one pack. The slice creation portion sequen-
tially extracts the macroblocks one by one from each of the
plurality of the packs created by the pack creation portion,
creates the same number as the first predetermined number of
the slices, each having the plurality of macroblocks, and the
slice creation portion extracts the plurality of macroblocks
contained in each of the slices from different packs. Thus,
even for an image of a size with which the macroblocks
cannot be evenly allocated to the number of packs, the differ-
ence in the numbers of the macroblocks contained in each of
the plurality of the created slices is the difference in the
number of macroblocks between the slice to which the second
predetermined number of the macroblocks contained only in
one pack are allocated and the slice not allocated, that is, only
one. Therefore, the macroblock shuffling device according to
the present invention can lower the correlation between the
macroblocks by executing the shuffling substantially evenly
even for an image of arbitrary size. In addition, if the corre-
lation between the macroblocks is lowered by the shuffling,
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since the quantization value between the slices gets close,
such an effect can be expected that a speed of quantization can
be raised and quality per a single image can be made consis-
tent.

Although an embodiment of the present invention has been
described as above, the present invention is not limited to the
above-mentioned embodiment. In addition, the effects
described in the embodiment of the present invention are
merely the most suitable effects realized by the present inven-
tion, and the effects of the present invention are not limited to
those described in the embodiment of the present invention.

For example, the video shuffling device according to the
present invention can be applied not only to a unique codec
for editing, but also various types of video compression
including DV standard, intra-frame compression as well as
inter-frame compression.

Moreover, the macroblock shuffling device according to
the present invention can be operated by a macroblock shuf-
fling program including a CPU and memory for having a
general-purpose computer function as the above-mentioned
means. The macroblock shuffling program can be distributed
through a communication line and also can be written in a
recording medium such as CD-ROM and distributed.

The invention claimed is:

1. A macroblock shuffling device constituting an image
coding device for coding image data, comprising:

a superblock dividing portion for inputting an image data
constituted in the form of a plurality of macroblocks, and
dividing and arranging the plurality of macroblocks into
a plurality of superblocks, wherein each macroblock is
arranged in only one superblock;

a pack creation portion that sequentially extracts the mac-
roblocks from each superblock and rearranges the
extracted macroblocks and creates pieces of a plurality
of packs, each having a first predetermined number of
macroblocks or a second predetermined number of mac-
roblocks that is smaller than the first predetermined
number of macroblocks; and

a slice creation portion that extracts macroblocks one by
one in order from each of the plurality of packs created
by the pack creation portion and creates the same num-
ber of slices as the first predetermined number of mac-
roblocks, each slice having a plurality of macroblocks,

wherein the pack creation portion divides the total of the
macroblocks contained in the image data by the number
of packs so as to make a quotient thereof the first prede-
termined number of macroblocks, and in a case where
there is no remainder, the pieces of the plurality of packs
are created so that the second predetermined number
becomes equal to the first predetermined number, while
in a case where there is a remainder, the remainder is
made the second predetermined number, and the of
pieces of the plurality of packs are created so that only
one pack has the second predetermined number of mac-
roblocks, and

the slice creation portion extracts the plurality of macrob-
locks contained in each of the slices from different
packs, respectively.

2. A macroblock shuffling device as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the pack creation portion switches the order of the
macroblocks at random when the macroblock is extracted for
each of the super blocks.

3. A macroblock shuffling device as set forth in claim 1,
further comprises a super-block dividing portion that divides
a screen on which a plurality of macroblocks constituting the
image data into a plurality of super blocks and classifies the
plurality of macroblocks for each super block, wherein
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the pack creation portion extracts a macroblock for each of
the super blocks according to a predetermined function
and sequentially allocates the macroblock to each of the
plurality of packs.
5 4. A macroblock shuffling device as set forth in claim 3,
wherein the pack creation portion switches the order of the
macroblocks at random when the macroblock is extracted for
each of the super blocks.

5. A macroblock shuffling device as set forth in claim 3,
wherein the plurality of super blocks divided by the super-
block dividing portion are represented in a rectangular form,
respectively, and made up of a first super-block group of
super-blocks equal to one another in the number of vertically
arranged macroblocks and the number of horizontally
arranged macroblocks;

a second super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group
in the number of vertically arranged macro blocks but

20 different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks;

a third super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group

25 in the number of horizontally arranged macroblocks but
different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks;
and

a fourth super-block group of super-blocks respectively

30 equal to the super-blocks of the second super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks and equal to the super-blocks of the third super-
block group in the number of vertically arranged mac-
roblocks, wherein

35 the pack creation portion extracts a macroblock for each of
the super blocks horizontally from above in order and
sequentially allocate the macroblock to each one of the
plurality of packs.

6. A macroblock shuffling method constituting an image

40 coding process for coding image data, comprising:

superblock dividing step for inputting an image data con-
stituted in the form of a plurality of macroblocks, and
dividing and arranging the plurality of macroblocks into
a plurality of superblocks, wherein each macroblock is

45 arranged in only one superblock;

a pack creation step of sequentially extracting the macrob-
locks from each superblock and rearranging the
extracted macroblocks undoreating pieces of a plurality
of packs, each having a first predetermined number of or

50 a second predetemined number of macroblocks that is
smaller than the first predetermined number of macrob-
locks; and

a slice creation step of extracting macroblocks one by one
in order from each of the plurality of packs created by the

55 pack creation step and creating the same number of
slices as the first predetermined number of macroblocks,
each slice having a plurality of macroblocks,

wherein, the pack creation step has a step of dividing the
total number of the macroblocks contained in the image

60 data by the number of packs so as to make a quotient
thereof the first predetermined number of macroblocks,
and in a case where there is no remainder, the pieces of
the plurality of packs are created so that the second
predetermined number becomes equal to the first prede-

65 termined number, while in a case where there is a
remainder, the remainder is made the second predeter-
mined number, and the pieces of the plurality of packs
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are created so that only one pack has the second prede-
termined number of macroblocks, and

the slice creation step has a step of extracting the plurality
of macroblocks contained in each of the slices from
different packs, respectively.

7. A computer program product comprising a non-transi-
tory computer readable medium for macroblock shuffling, the
computer program product comprising code executable by a
computer to carry out a macroblock shuffling process consti-
tuting an image coding process for coding image data, the
macroblock shuffling process comprising:

a superblock dividing step for inputting an image data
constituted in the form of a plurality of macroblocks, and
dividing and arranging the plurality of macroblocks into
a plurality of superblocks, wherein each macroblock is
arranged in only one superblock;

apack creation step of sequentially extracting the macrob-
locks from each superblock and rearranging the
extracted macroblocks and creating a plurality of packs,
each having a first predetermined number of macrob-
locks or a second predetermined number of macroblocks
that is smaller than the first predetermined number of
macroblocks; and

a slice creation step of extracting macroblocks one by one
in order from each of the plurality of packs created by the
pack creation step and creating the same number of
slices as the first predetermined number of macroblocks,
each slice having a plurality of macroblocks,

wherein, the pack creation step has a step of dividing the
total number of the macroblocks contained in the image
data by the number of packs so as to make a quotient
thereof the first predetermined number of macroblocks,
and in a case where there is no remainder, the pieces of
the plurality of packs are created so that the second
predetermined number becomes equal to the first prede-
termined number, while in a case where there is a
remainder, the remainder is made the second predeter-
mined number, and the pieces of the plurality of packs
are created so that only one pack has the second prede-
termined number of macroblocks, and

the slice creation step has a step of extracting the plurality
of macrobiocks contained in each of the slices from
different packs, respectively.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the pack creation step
includes switching the order of the macroblocks at random
when the macroblock is extracted for each of the super blocks.

9. The method of claim 6,

wherein the super-block dividing step divides a screen on
which a plurality of macroblocks constituting the image
data into a plurality of super blocks and classifies the
plurality of macroblocks for each super block, and

the pack creation step extracts a macroblock for each of the
super blocks according to a predetermined function and
sequentially allocates the macroblock to each of the
plurality of packs.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the pack creation step
switches the order of the macroblocks at random when the
macroblock is extracted for each of the super blocks.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the plurality of super
blocks divided by the super-block dividing step are repre-
sented in a rectangular form, respectively, and made up of a
first super-block group of super-blocks equal to one another
in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks and the
number of horizontally arranged macroblocks;

a second super-block group of super-blocks respectively

equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group
in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks but
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different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks;

a third super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group
in the number of horizontally arranged macroblocks but
different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks;
and

a fourth super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the second super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks and equal to the super-blocks of the third super-
block group in the number of vertically arranged mac-
roblocks, wherein

the pack creation step extracts a macroblock for each of the
super blocks horizontally from above in order and
sequentially allocate the macroblock to each one of the
plurality of packs.

12. The computer program product of claim 7, wherein the
pack creation step includes switching the order of the mac-
roblocks at random when the macroblock is extracted for each
of the super blocks.

13. The computer program product of claim 7,

wherein the super-block dividing step divides a screen on
which a plurality of macroblocks constituting the image
data into a plurality of super blocks and classifies the
plurality of macroblocks for each super block, and

the pack creation step extracts a macroblock for each of the
super blocks according to a predetermined function and
sequentially allocates the macroblock to each of the
plurality of packs.

14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein
the pack creation step switches the order of the macroblocks
at random when the macroblock is extracted for each of the
super blocks.

15. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein
the plurality of super blocks divided by the super-block divid-
ing step are represented in a rectangular form, respectively,
and made up of a first super-block group of super-blocks
equal to one another in the number of vertically arranged
macroblocks and the number of horizontally arranged mac-
roblocks;

a second super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group
in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks but
different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks;

a third super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the first super-block group
in the number of horizontally arranged macroblocks but
different from the super-blocks of the first super-block
group in the number of vertically arranged macroblocks;
and

a fourth super-block group of super-blocks respectively
equal to the super-blocks of the second super-block
group in the number of horizontally arranged macrob-
locks and equal to the super-blocks of the third super-
block group in the number of vertically arranged mac-
roblocks, wherein

the pack creation step extracts a macroblock for each of the
super blocks horizontally from above in order and
sequentially allocate the macroblock to each one of the
plurality of packs.
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